PERSONS AND POLITICS
Ahmed Riza Bey,* then President of the
Chamber, was a very different personality.
Originally a schoolmaster at Brousa, he was
prominent in the councils of the Young Turks
for many years, but, for some reason or other,
was unpopular with foreigners and with many of
his own countrymen, one of whom described
him as "just the hole in the gruy&re." He was
always credited with having an unnecessarily
high opinion of his own abilities, and when he
appropriated the historic pen with which the
Sheikh-ul-Islam had signed the fetva deposing
Abd-ul-Hamid, some of the remarks made
about him were unprintable. None at any rate,
even among his bitterest enemies, can accuse
Ahmed Riza of having sought popularity ; and
if the number of a statesman's enemies are the
correct gauge of his honesty, then Ahmed Riza
should be a very pillar of the State.
Ahmed Ihsan Bey, formerly editor of the
Ittihad and Servet-i-FunQun> native papers of
much weight, was one of the four members of
* The word 'Bey is a title. Our "Mr. " is rendered by the
Turkish Effendi, which is also applied to the Princes, much
as " Sir " is used in addressing our King. Turks of the lower
class usually address foreigners as Tchelebi. The family name
is not used in Turkey, which sometimes causes confusion.
There are, for instance, two well-known Enver Beys, the
other being in the Navy.
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